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. JOINT STATE/DEFENSE,

SUBJ: ATTACK AGAINST TWO US HEL ICOPTERS

C COURSE.

e RAIN AND SPEED OF S50 Ky
‘ S WHEN FIRST NON-FIRING PASS MADE BY

BETWEEN AIRCRAFI.

DA N2 1 A N e

"'Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Re

e 1. (C) DEPARTURE ROUTE FROM TUNEBIA AIR FIELD (2702N-72087W)
‘ PLANNED FOR NORTHERLY COURSE FROM TUNEBIA AIR FIELD TO SANTA

e DOMINGO BEACON (BT736N-7204W) TO PASS WEST OF BEACON THEN NORTH WEST
“~ TO CUCUTA. UPON DEPART URE FROM TUNEBIA AIR FIELD, AIRCRAFT WOULD
CIRCLE TWO ADJACENT TOWNS OF TUNEBIA (ABOUT THREE KILOMETERS SOUTH
OF TUNEBIA AIRFIELD) AND CUBARA FROM WEST TO SOUTH THEN NORTH ON

.. @e (C) AIRCRAFI DEPARTED TUNEBIA AIRFIELD APPROXIMATELY 271225

e MAY LOCAL. APPROXIMATELY 7-10 MINUTES LATER ATTACK OCCURRED. TOATAL
TIME LAPSED FROM TURN ON OF ENGINES UNTIL RETURN TO TUNEBIA APPROXI-

MATELY 28 MINUTES. HAD JUST REACHED ALTITUDE OF 2¢@@@ FEET OVE TE A

: ATTACKING AIRCRAFI. FORMAT ION WAS NUMBER411 LEAD ING WITH NUMBER
@ 408 REAR AND RIGHT AT 45 DEGREE ANGLE, FIVE HEL ICOPTER LENGTHS
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CONFIDENTIAL 41500
S. (O AT EST IMATED 106 KMS NORTH OF TOWN OF TUNEBIA, B25 AIRCRAFT
PASSED OVER FORMAT.ION APPROXIMATELY 109 FEET APPROACHING FROM EAST

T0 WEST. B-25 BANKED TO SOUTH AND RETURNED FIRING AT TRAIL HELI-

COPTER NUMBER 4@5. FIRE WAS DIRECTED AT HEL.ICOPIER FROM STARBOA D
DOOR GUN. B25 AIRCRAFI THEN ATTACKED NUMBER 488 FROM EAST TO WEST
FIRING FUSELAGE MOUNTED GUNS. PILOT TOOK EVASIVE ACTION AND RETURNED

TO TUNEBIA, AIRFIELD. B25 AIRCRAFT WAS SEEN APPROACHING TUNEBIA
AIRFIELD FROM EAST TO WEST ON WHAT APPEARED TO BE STRAFFING RUN

CAUSING CREW OF NUMBER 408 TO ABANDON SHIP AND SEEK COVER. B25

AIRCRAFT PULLED UP SHORT OF FIELD AND WAS LAST SEEN DEPART ING TO
‘EAST/NORTH EAST. LEAD HEL ICOPTER, NUMBER 411, TOOK EVASIVE ACT ION

BUI WAS NEVER ATTACKED, AND LANDED AT TUNEBIA AIRFIELD WITHOUT
INCIDENT., NO INJURIES OR DAMAGE OCCURRED AS RESULT OF ATTACKS.

4. (0O BOTH AIRCRAFT DEPARTED T UNEBIA APPROXIMATELY 271338 MAY

LOCAL AND POCEEDED CUCUTA WITHOUI FURTHER SIGHTINGS OR INCI-

DENT S,

Je (0 COMMENTS:
A, BOTH HEL ICOPTERS WERE BRIGHILY PAINTED IN INTERNAT IONAL

ORANGE AND WHITE AND CARRIED SIANDARD US ARMY MARKINGS.

B, PILOTS POSITIVE THAT BOTH AIRCRAFT WERE OVER COLOMBIAN TER IIORY
AT TIME OF ATTACK, v

C. NO DEFINITE MARKING OTHER THAN SILVER AIRCRAFT WITH SOME ORANGE

AND RED PAINT WERE NOTED ON ATTACKING AIRCRAFT. AIRCRAFT POSITIVELY

NOTED AS HAVING TWIN VERTICAL TAILS AND IDENTIFIED AS B-25 AIRCRAFT.
D. AIRCRAFT VIQLATED COLOMBIAN AIR SPACE BY PHYSICAL PRESENCE AND
BY FIRING PROJECTILES INTO COLOMBIAN TERRITORY.

E. PILOTS ALL CONCUR THAT FIRING WAS EFFORT TO DESTROY HEL ICOPTERS
AND NOT A WARNING. NO SIGNALS OR OTHER WARNINGS GIVEN PRIOR TO
OPENING ATTACK., SECOND ATTACK EST IMATED OF THREE SECOND DURAT ION
WITH GUN SMOKE TRAIL EST IMATED THREE B25 LENGTHS. ‘ ~

Fo BOUNDARIES AND LOCATIONS OF KEY POINTS VARY WITH CARTOGRAPHIC
SOURCES MAKING PINPOINT LOCATIONS DIFFICUWT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE. NO
DOUBT EXISTS HOWEVER THAT ATTACKING AIRCRAFT INTRUDED AND VIOLATED
COLOMBIAN TERRIT ORY.

G. ALL MORNING PAPERS ON 29 MAY CARRY FRONT PAGE STORIES OF IN=-
CIDENT WITH CONSIDERABLE MORE FERVOR THAN SEEN IN PREVIOUS FRONTIER
INCIDENTS, DIPLOMATIC NOIE REQUEST ING EXPLANATION PASSED FROM
COLOMBIA TO VENEZUELA. CONVERSAT ION WITH MAJOR GENERAL DURAN, CHIE
OF ARMY STAFF AND ACT ING ARMY COMMANDER EFFECT IVE 25 MAY, INDICATES
COLOMBIAN MILITARY AND COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENI SERIOUSLY CONCERNER OVE

A
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